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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION AND.STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
1. The Problem 
It is the primary objective of this thesis to state 
specifically.the certification requirements for teachers 
of the social studies in the secondary schools in the 
United States as they are today. The second purpose is 
to show the trend in teacher.certificationover the years. 
2. Enlargement and Clarification 
Without a doubt numerous changes in certification 
requirements and practices have developed in the last half 
century. These trends include a steady rise in minimum 
scholastic requirements fpr certification; increase in 
specialization of certificatesnby subjects,grade levels, 
and fields of work such as school administration; central-
ization of certification in the state board or department 
of education; decrease in issuance of certificates upon the 
basis of examination; increase in the issuance of certificates 
upon the basis of institutional credentials; and the length-
ening and enrichment of the education of applicants for 
certificates. But in spite (and possibly because of} 
increasing certification requirements, ttthere are still 
-1-
2 
100,000 teachers who do not meet professional requirements 
11 for certification." 
These increasing requirements actually have a twofold 
influence over the progre~s of education by serving as an 
aid to the §tate and its pupils in guarding against the 
hiring of incompetent teachers, and protecting qualified 
teachers from the competition of other teachers not so well y 
qualified. According to an article by Frazier the purpose 
of certification of teachers " •••• affords more control by 
the state over teacher personnel activities common to the 
state; assists in improving the qualifications of teachers 
in service and yields information~ on which a continuous 
inventory of teachers and their qualifications be based.n jJ 
A more recent.article by Frazier states that more important 
advances in teacher certification planning.were conducted 
during the biennium 1946-48 by. educational.leaders in their 
effort to repair war and pt:rs.t..-wa:r losses .in teach~r personnel 
and to advance standards in the face .of a continuing shortage 
lJ Sub-committee on the teacher in America of the Citizens 
Yederal Committee on Education. (An advisory group to the 
U.S. Office of Education.} ttTeacher's Salaries and the High 
Cost of Living," School and.Society (December,l947),. 66:454·. 
~ Benjamin W. Frazier, Davematmen£ ofoState Pro!rams for the 
Gertificationof Teachers, Bul etin,1938,Number 2, of'f'ice 
of Education, p.45. 
3/ Benjamin W/ Frazier, "Renewal of Pro~ress in Teacher 
'Crertification," School Life (April,l948), 30:18-21. · 
3 
of elementary, vocational, and special subject teachers. 
The progress of raising the standards for certification 
!±/ has also made remarkable progress, according to Wardner. 
One of these achivements was to raise salary schedules. As a 
result the exodus of teachers from the classrooms has been 
. slowed down, and a larger number of young men and women in 
the colleges and universities have, in the last four or five 
years, prepared themselves to take teaching positions. Another 
sign of raising the standards is the trend toward the universal 
~doption by states of the minimum reqmirement of four years 
preparation for teachers. Five states are already requiring 
five years of college preparation for teaching general subjects 
in the secondary school. Wardner belie~es the time is not 
far off when most states will be requiring five years of 
preparation for both elementary and secondary school teaching 
for standard certificates. 
During the Miami Beach conference in June,l953, under 
the auspices of the National Commision on Teacher Education 
and ProfessiOnal Standards, it became increasingly clear that 
the accreditation of teacher education progress was the key 
to the professionalization of teaching. The conference report 
stated: 
nThe profession cannot hope to stabilize itself 
or to gain status with other learned professions or 
to greatly improve teacher welfare as long as 
"bJ Philip Wardner, ttAccreditation of Teacher Education,n 
Journal of the National·Education Association 
(October,l953), 42:414-415. 
unqualified and partially prepared candidates are 
admitted to practice on an equal basis with those 
who have spent time,money,and energy on becoming 
competent." 
4 
There seems to be a little doubt tha~ certification 
is a cure-all to the teaching profession, but it also seems 
to be a foregone conclusion that certification does play a 
prominent part in raising education standards. 
Woellner2/divides recent literature pertaining to 
certification of teachers within four major divisions: 
1. Current state requirements for teacher certificates. 
2. Improving requirements for teacher certificates. 
3. Emergency certificates for teachers. 
4. Status of reciprocity among states regarding 
teacher certificates. 
1. Current state requirements for teacher certificates. 
The first of the above-mentioned four major divisions 
contains information .con.cerning the status of state require-
ments for teacher certificates appearing in three forms. 
The first is a description of the requirements for a single 
state issued by the state department of education. Such 
bulletins describe the requirements in great detail. A second 
form is an individual article which describes in less technical 
fashion the specific requirements of a particular state. The 
third form. for presenting state requirements is the digest of 
2/ Rober:t C. Woellner, "Teacher Certification, ~t . Revie!aE! 
EducationalResearch {June,l946), 16:279-81. 
5 
such requirements for all states. This type of digest has 
been presented annually by Woellner and Wood for the past 
fifteen years. 
2. Suggestion for impro.ving requirements for teacher 
certification. 
The present status of requirements for teacher 
certificates is not equally satisfactory to all educators 
and laymen. tN:e.~rtlieJ.w~:3 many educators feel progress 
has been made and Adams offers a critia for the improvement 
of teacher certification as summarized here: 
a. Certification rules must be flexible. 
b. In teacher training more emphasis should be 
placed upon non-course training such ~s travel, 
social welfare work, etc. 
c. We must be knowledge-minded and give less hero-
worship to degre'es. 
d. Completion of a required course should not make a 
person eligible for a certificate, but comprehensive 
written examinations should be taken. 
e. No more life certificates should be issued. 
f. Extension of certificates must not be on the basis 
of college training alone; but other training and 
experience should count. 
g. The Bachelor's degree. should be the first prerequisite 
2/ E.M. Adams, "New Certification Proposals," The Texas 
Outlook (February,l944), 28:58. 
6 
for elementary teachers licenses and the Master's 
degree for high school certificates. 
h. Th~Ee should be no high school blanket certification; 
rather individual certificates for· each subject taught 
in the high school should be substituted. 
3. Emergency cer~ificates for teachers. 
The severe shortage of.fully qualifiedteachers in 
certain subjects and in various parts of the United States 
during the war and post-war period caused a number of states 
to issue emergency certificates to persons not fully equipped 
to meet the regular requirements for teacher certificates. 
This situation has been frequently commented upon during the 
' 11 
past several years. Blyler feels that the attractive high 
wages of the war industries and.the low prestige of the 
teaching profession have been important contributing factors. 
Richardsony states that it is believed that there have been 
more than enough legally certified teachers in Michigan; 
however, temporary certificates .. were a. necessity because of 
the low salaries, community demands, lack of political freec;iom, 
and uncertainty of continuing tenure involved in the available 
. 21 
teaching. positions. In an arti.cle by Donahue there is a 
V Dorothea Blyler, "Emergency Teaching Permits for Elementary 
School Teachers," Elementary School Journal (December,l945), 
46:209. . 
!/Eugene Richardson, "Half of Emergency.Certificates Used in 
Rural Schools," .Michigan .. Education Journal. (November,l945), 
23:132. 
9/ Francis J. Donahue, "The War Emergency Teacher After the War," 
American School Board Journal. (February,l945), · 110:27-28. 
7 
discussion of the fundamental issue. What is to become of 
the teachers with temporary permits? He declares that the 
state policies on this issue must be formulated and announced 
to overcome the danger of being pressured into blanket 
certifications. 
4. The status of reciprocity among states r~garding teacher 
certification. 
The qualities of a good teacher know no state boundaries. 
Requirements to obtain a certificate to teach, however, show 
considerable variation among the several states. Reciprocity 
among the states regarding teachers' certificates was 
practiced to a limited extent during the war because of the 
10/ 
shortage of teachers. Emens.- hopes that the experiences 
thus derived will have a permanent. effect upon reciprocal 
practices among. the states. and he feels that within the group 
of states which comprise the Central Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools real progress will be made. 
11} 
Lagerberg points out that earlier .in the history of 
the United States a large number.of states have made provision 
for full reciprocity. Currently, however, two distinct types 
of hurdles have interfered in reciprocal relations. These are: 
lQI John R. Emens, "Implications for Postwar Education of 
Reciprocity in Teacher Certif-ication," North Central 
Association Quarterly (January,l945),.19:297-98. 
11} Matt N. Lagerberg 1 ffTrucks and.Teacher.s," School and 
Society (June,l945), 61:428-29. 
1. The "direct specific requirement aimed to bar 
out-of-state teachers," such as requirements for resident 
·study, course requirements in state history, etc., and 
2. The "indirect restriction which operates in 
several ways," such as different requirements in practice 
teaching, in professional teaching, in the number of hours 
of course credit, in pension systems, and in the national 
inclinations o.f local employing officials to hire local 
people in preference to those from more distant areas. 
3. The Purposes 
The purposes of this thesis are (1) to serve as an aid 
for any person now teaching in the fi.eld of social studies, 
and (2) to aid those who may be.planning to.enter the teaching 
profession by: 
1.. Analyzing the progress made and tracing the trends 
in teacher certification. 
2. Stating the requirements of the various states 
for certification. 
3. Aiding in-service teachers.who may, in the future, 
contemplate employment changes to other states. 
This study will also attempt to answer the following 
questions: 
1.. What are the pre-service requirements of the 
various states .for certification? 
2. What are the academic requirements? 
3. What are the professional requirements? 
4. What are the special requirements? 
5. Is a state examination necessary? 
6. Is any fee requir.ed .for certification? 
7. Are there any miscellaneous requirements? 
4. Definition o.f Terms 
In order that there may be complete uniformity 
in the terms used throughout the study,.the following 
are defined: 
9 
Pre~service Education: Professional education 
acquired preceding initial employment as a teacher. 
In-service Education: Professional education 
acquired a.fter the procurement o.f the initial 
teaching position. 
Experience: The extent.to which one has been 
engaged in actual teaching;.i.e., one year, 
two years, etc. 
Professional.Requirements: Those subjects which 
serve as an aid to a teacher from such.fields as 
educational psychology, principles o.f teaching, 
methods, observation, and. student teaching, etc. 
Academic Requirements: Those subjects which 
pertain to subject specialization; history,t 
mathematics, science, etc. 
Special Requirements: Certain specified courses 
usually found only in one state which must be 
completed before certification; i.e. California, 
the completio~ of a course or the passing of a 
examination on the provisions and principles of 
the Constitution of the United States. 
10 
State Examination: Examination in a subject which 
may be accepted in lieu of courses completed in 
state institution; i.e. Arizona State Constitution. 
Certification Fee: A charge fixed by law for iss-
uance of a certificate or license to teach. 
Emergency or Temporary Certificate: A license not 
regularly issued, and valid only for such emergencies 
as the inability to obtain a qualified teacher, or the 
failure of an individual to obtain the proper credentials 
necessary for the issuance of a regular type certificate. 
Reciprocity in Certification: The recognition by the 
certificating authority in one state of the license 
issued by certificating agency in another state. 
Blanket Certificate: A license to teach all subjects 
at a specified level in a school such as the secondary 
school. 
11 
5. Methods of Securing Data 
The findings were secured in the following manner. 
The forty-eight states were arranged in alphabetical order 
(addresses of the state departments of education can be 
found in the appendix of this thesis), and a letter was 
sent to each state on February 25, 1955. The last reply 
was received on April 21, after a second request was sent 
to North Dakota ·and Oklahoma on April 3, 1955. This 
resulted in a one hundred per cent return. The request 
that the social studies requirements be underscored was 
fulfilled in most cases. 
Some states mentioned that changes are contemplated 
in their requirements but an .endeavor has been made to 
present them accurately as of the above date. 
State Department of Education 
200 Newbury Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Dear Sir: 
12 
20 West Water Street 
Wakefield, Mass 
February 25, 1955 
A survey of the certification requirements for the 
teachers of social studies in the forty-eight states is 
being conducted. Will you therefore, please send me the 
minimum requirements for certification in your state for 
social studies teachers for the junior and senior high 
schools. 
It is requested that requirements pertaining to 
social studies be underscored thus eliminating a later 
confirmation of the requirements from your state. 
Thank you, 
Jos. R. Sardella 
CHAPTER II 
A REVIEW OF LITERATURE IN THE FIELD 
Briefly, this chapter reviews chronologically some 
of the major developments in the area of teacher certifi-
cation beginnill with the year 1926. 
Brownell in 1926 found that the number of educational 
courses varied from no definite requirements in one state, 
to twenty-four semester hours in another state. Eight 
required twelve hours; ten states, fifteen; seventeen states, 
eighteen hours or more. y 
Frazier's study in 1929 showed that certification 
requirements were being raised gradually and that there was 
a trend toward centralizing certificating authority in the 
State Department of Education. This study also pointed out 
a decrease in certification by examination, and an increase 
in recognition of college preparation as.the basis for 
certification. 
y William A. Brownell, "State Requirements for High 
School Teachers," School Review (April, 1926), 
34:298. 
~/ Benjamin W. Frazier, Teacher Training, Bureau of 
Education Bulletin; 1929, Ntimber 17, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C., p.344. 
14 
ll 
Also in 1929, Stroutmeyer reported that thirty-one 
states issued the lowest grade of secondary certificate on 
the basis of training as follows: Four years of college, 
twelve states; three to three and one half years, five 
states; two to two and one half years, thirteen states; 
one year of professional work, one state. The amount of 
professional work required for secondary certificates 
varied from three to twenty-four semester hours; one-third 
of the states required eighteen hours,. and two-thirds 
required.~i~beeBnhbnnss9r more. 
!±/ Bachman_, in 1930,. report.ed studies of the 
certification requirements for all elementary and 
secondary school teachers. For se.condary certificates, 
only four states prescribed all professional work with 
hours in each subject specified; .. thirteen prescribed only 
the total hours; eleven prescribed at least half the 
professional work. The courses most frequently required 
were: directed teaching, twenty-one states; educational 
psychology, eighteen; principles and techniques of high-
school training, fourteen. The number of hours in 
professional courses varied from ten to twenty-four, 
lJ .J.Howard Stroutmeyer, "Facts andFallacies in the 
Certification of Secondary .school Tea.chers," Educational·· 
Administration and Supervision (Januar.y, 1929), .15:38-46. 
!±/ Frank P. Bachman, Training and. Certification of Hi~h 
School Teachers, Field Studies, 1930, Number 2, Peabo y 
College for Teachers, Nashville, Tennessee, p.l9. 
15 
with thirty-three states requiring from fifteen to eighteen. 
Where certificates were granted by institutions, the number 
of hours varied from fifteen to thirty-six, with the median 
at twenty. The most frequent subject prescriptio~s were: 
educational psychology, thirty-nine; principles and techniques 
of high-school teaching, thirty-six; supervised teaching, 
thirty-eight. 
2.1 A report by Trudeau stated that certification by 
examination was rapidly being abandoned. Also that 
issuing secondary certificates on college credits, a ma~ority 
of the states required a four-year degree and from twelve to 
twenty-one semester hours in professional courses. §) 
Seidlet as a result of a survey of the trends in 
teacher education and certification in 1934, recommended 
the elimination of the permanent or life certificate and 
the simplification of certification by issuing only two 
or three standard licenses. In regard to special subject 
certificates, it was stated that n •••• it should include the 
minimum requirement of from eighteen to twenty-four college 
iJ C .F. Trudeau, "Current P. ractices in Certification 
of TeachersJtt tA.Committee Report), The High School 
Quarterly tJanuary,l933), pp. 79-81. · 
§./ Theodore A.Seidle, ttTrends in Teacher Preparation 
and Certification,n Educational Administration and 
Supervision (March, 1934), 20:193-208. 
or university credits in a single subject by a person to 
be certificated to teach that subject." 
J) 
16 
Dixon's report on the results of a survey conducted 
by the Southern Association of Secondary Schools and 
Colleges recommended that applicants for teaching would 
possess the following: 
"Broad general training, twelve hours in social 
studies; twelve hours in mathematics.and physical 
science. Six hours of organization of methods and 
materials; six hours of student teaching; three 
hours in educational psychology." y 
Frazier's study, in 1939, of certification trends 
showed that the minimum scholastic requirements for 
certificates were rising. The report also showed an 
increase in specialization of certificates and indicated 
an increase in time of preparation with a resulting 
enrichment of the education of prospective teachers. 
In 1940, Frazier reported that the rise in the amount of 
required preparation in the previous ten years averaged 
more than one year. 
21 Randolph in 1943 reported that during the war 
certi.fication requirements were lowere.d or ignored because 
1J James Q. Dixon, "Uniform Teacher Certi.fication in the 
South," Peabody Journal of Education {July, 1938), 
16:40 ... 45. 
t/ Benjamin w. Frazier, "Minimum Certification Requirements 
for Teachers," School Life (October, 1940), 26:27-29. 
2/ Victor Randolph, "Teacher Certification in the South-
eastern States," Peabody Journal of Education (May, 1943), 
20:365-369. -
1~ 
of the shortage of adequately prepared teachers. Some 
states issued emergency certificates and lowered their 
qualifications through legislation. Such action, Randolph 
stated, u •••• would not only give permanent certificates to 
teachers who are less qualified than those who have been 
certified heretofore but would lower qualifications for 
some time to come.n 
10/ 
In the review of research made by Jonas - in 1943, 
he showed there were trends toward: 
1. Simplifying types of certificat.eti and centering 
responsibility on the state or even the national 
government. 
2. Making training requirements for certificates 
and licenses to teach more specific to the 
field or fields of teaching. 
3. Raising minimum requirements for. certificates. 
4. Issuing fewer permanent or life certificates. 
5. Developing cooperative studies of certification 
problems, such as those carried on by regional 
/ 
and national accrediting agencies. 
6. Including directed observatioB and practice 
teaching with training requirements. 
12/ Richa'dd 0. Jonas,. "Teacher. Certification·; n Review of 
Educational Research (June, 1943), 13:301-306. 
. 18 i!f . 
Adams in 1944, reported upon ctrue:d:~tl:d:tt:etri~tbe be 
employed for improving teacher certification requirements 
for Texas. Adams stated that more emphasis should be_ 
placed on non-course training such as travel, social work, 
etc. Comprehensive examinations were urged along with 
abandonment of life certificates. 
12/ 
In 1945, Blyler- stated that one way to improve the 
quality of members of the teaching profession was to have 
higher standards of certification. She stated: 
"A teaching certificate should be regarded as 
a certificate of personal attainment and merit 
instead of a document giving one the legal right to 
teach. A legally qualified teacher and a well-
qualified teacher are not necessarily synonymous. 
The certificate is valuable in direct proportion 
to the standard of qualification on which it is based." 
. 13/' .. 
On the subject of state reciprocity, Lagerberg-
pointed out that requirements of resident study and 
special courses are hurdles to teachers. 
1!±/ 
Knepper in regard to. state reciprocity stated 
that there should be a single certifying authority with 
general and broad powers for certification. 
1!/ E.M. Adams, "New Certification Proposals," The Texas 
Outlook (February, 1944), 28:58. 
12/ Dorethea M. Blyler, "Certification of Elementary School 
Teachers in the United States," Elementary School Journal 
(June, 1945), 45:578-589. . 
13/ Matt N. La.gerberg, ttTrucks and Teachers,tt School and 
Society (June, 194.5), 61:428-429. . · 
lf±/ D.W. Knepper, nrnter-state Barriers and Public Education,n 
School and Society (September, 1945), 62:140-141. 
li/ 
Stout in 1954, reported that it is a general 
concensus of educators that today's shortage of teachers 
is due primarly to three reasons. 
1. That low standards of preparation and 
certification neither provide nor demand 
the preparation essential to the effective 
discharge of the responsibilities which 
confront today's teachers. 
2. Also that undesirable working conditions 
serve to repel rather than attract a 
sufficient supply of capable people. 
3. Inadequate salaries fail to attract and 
hold many capable people in our highly 
motivated economic society. 
19 
The article also stated definitely that there is no 
evidence in teaching, or in any other profession, that 
lowering requirements increases the number of persons 
entering the profession. On the contrary, there seems to 
be ample evidence that the. prestige factor operates, and 
that difficulty of attainment presents a challange which 
has the effect of increasing desirability. ~tout offered 
evidence of this in a 16-state study, stating that Kansas 
lost 573 teachers in 1952-53 to 15 other states. Of these, 
li/ R .. A. Stout, "High Standards, More Teachers,n Journal 
of National Education Association .. (November ,1954) ,_ 
43:507-508. 
20 
507 went to states whose minimum certification was higher than 
that of Kansas, 466 of' the number having gone to states wi·th 
degree minimum in force. 
From the indicated study, certainly the prestige f'actor 
merits attention in considering requirements. 
CHAPTER III 
CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR TEACHERS OF THE SOCIAL STUDIES 
IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES 
Chapter three contains a summary of the certification 
requirements for teachers of the social studies in secondary 
schools in the United States. In. a majority of cases 
requirements for junior and senior high schools are listed, 
and the type of certificate that the state issues.is also 
indicated. 
For clearness and convaanence of the reader tke material 
is divided into three major requirements: Academic, 
Professional, and Special. Miscellaneous requirements 
are stated in the Appendix of. this thesis. 
ALABAMA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
22 
A Class B Secondary Professional Certificate, valid 
in periods of eight years, may be issued to a person who: 
I. Has graduated with a Bachelor's degree from a 
standard institution and has met requirements 
as prescribed by the State Board of Education 
for the training of secondary school teachers. 
II. '·Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Major in social studies must include courses, 24 
each of which has a credit value of four 
semester hours in at least two of the 
following fields: history, economics, 
political science, sociology, or geography. 
B. Minor in any approved subject 18 
c. Basic courses: 
1. English (Grammar and Composition) 6 
2. History · 
3. Political Science 
4. Sociology or economics 
5. Science 6 
6. General psychology 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 
A. Psychology 
B. Principles and philosophy 
c. Materials and methods of teaching major 
and minor subjects in high school 
D. Directed teaching of major and minor 
subjects in high school 
E. Electives in the field of secondary 
education 
A Class A Secondary Professional Certificate, valid 
in periods of ten years, may be issued to a person who: 
I. Has graduated with a master's degree from a 
standard institution in a curriculum approved 
for the training of teachers and who has met 
all professional and academic requirements 
for the Class B Secondary Certificate. 
24 
6-10 
4- 6 
2- 6 
0- 9 
23 
Alabama (continued) 
A Class AA Secondary Professional Certificate is an 
unconditional permanent certificate which is valid for the 
life of i~s holder and may be issued to a person who holds a: 
Io Class A Secondary Professional Certificate and 
who has completed an admitional "Academic" year, 
or thirty semester hours of graduate work in an 
approved institution accredited for graduate 
work and recognized by a regional or national 
accrediting agency. 
ARIZONA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
A Secondary Temporary Certificate, valid for one 
school year in order to give the teacher time to remove 
allowable deficiencies. 
I. Teachers have until September 1st. of the 
year in which the certificate expires to 
complete these courses. Deficiencies must 
be removed before certificates can be renewed 
or further certification issued. 
24 
II. Temporary Certificates are issued only after an 
official evaluation has been made in this 
department and the applicant presents evidence 
in writing from an Arizona school administrator 
that a position has been obtained. Presentation 
of contract is acceptable. 
A Secondary Professional Certificate may be issued 
to a person who: 
I. 
II. 
Has a bachelor's degree from the University of 
Arizona or the-Arizona State Colleges, or from 
any other accredited university or college 
authorized to prepare teachers, who shall present, 
in addition, a master's degree or evidence of 
the satisfactory completion of not less than 
thirty semester hours of graduate work accept~ 
able toward an advanced degree at an accredited 
institution. 
II· Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Major (minimum) social studies · 
B. Minor (minimum) subjects usually taught 
in high school 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 
A. Educational psychology 
B. Evaluation ot learning 
c. High school teaching methods 
D. Curriculum and principles of secondary 
education 
24-
15 
18 
Arizona (continued) 
E. 
F. 
G. 
Directed teaching in grades 7-12, 
inclusive (minimum) 
Graduate work in the field of education 
School and community health 
IV. Special requirements for all certificates: 
25 
6 (min.) 6 
A. Completion of a course and passing of an 
examination upon the principles of the 
constitution o~ the United States and of the 
State of Arizona. 
B. Subscribing of applicant to the Oath of 
Allegiance_. 
c. A tiegative chest x-ray report made within the 
six month period just prior to application for 
certification must be presented before 
certificate is issued. 
D. Applicants must be citizens of the United 
States. First papers are not acceptable. 
E. Official verification of two years actual 
teaching experience on the grade level of 
the certificate may be substituted for the 
practice teaching requirement. However, the 
experience must have been within the seven 
year period immediately preceding issuance 
of ceJ"tificate. 
F. A fee of $1.00 must accompany application 
before evaluation for certification takes 
place. Also a fee of $3.00 is charged for 
issuance of certificate. 
ARKANSAS· 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
A High School Certificate, valid for six years, 
may be issued to a person who has: 
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I. Bachelor's degree from approved four year college. 
II. General requirements*in semester hour~: 48 
A. English 12 
B. Social studies 12 
c. Science (may include six hours in math.) 12 
D. Physical education, health and safety 6 
E. Art or music** 3 
F. General psychology** 3 
Note: * Must include a course in conservation o~ 
natural resourees. 
** In special cases, may be waived by Director 
of Teacher Education and Certification. 
III. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Social Studies 20 
1. European history, history of civili~ 
zation, or Survey of Social and · 
Economic Institution 6 
2. United States history 6 
3. Other social sciences 8 
a. Economics 
b. Geography 
c. · Government 
d. Sociology 
IV. Professional requirements- semester hours in 
education: 18 
A. Study of the school, of the learning process 
and of teaching 
B. Directed teaching 
Note: Three years experience waive the requirement 
for directed teaching. 
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CALIFORNIA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same academic, 
professional and special requirements. The only exception 
being that thirty semester hours of graduate work (at least 
six semester hours of professional work in education) is 
nessesary in order to teach in senior high school. 
An applicant for the General Secondary Credential, 
valid for two years, shall have completed a program in-
cluding the following minimum requirements: 
I. A four year college course with a bachetor's 
degree. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Major (social studies) 36 
1. United States history 
2. Three fields selected from geography 
3. Political science 
4. Economics 
5. Sociology 
6. Anthropology 
B. Minor in subjects taught 20 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education including the following areas: 22 
A. The scope and function of the secondary 
school. 
B. Growth and development; the learning 
process; mental hygiene or personality 
development. 
c. Counseling and guidance. 
D. Curriculum; methods; evaluation of 
instruction at the secondary level. 
E. Directed teaching. 6 
1. At least one-half of this requirement 
shall be completed by teaching any 
grade from seven through twelve. 
2. Successful teaching experience may be 
substituted for directed teaching at 
the rate of one year of full-time 
teaching for one-half of the requirement. 
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California (continued) 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. The completion of a course or passing of 
an examination on the provisions and principles 
of the constitution of the United States. 
B. A notorized application. 
c. A health certificate signed by a physician. 
D. A fee of $4.00 
E. An official transcript of record listing all 
college and university courses completed. 
COLORADO 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
A Graduate Temporary Oertiiicate, valid for Iive 
years, required for secondary teaching but also valid 
for elementary teaching, may be issued to a person who 
has: 
I. Bachelor's degree from an accredited college. 
II. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education(distributed among at least three 
of the following): 
A. Educational psychology 
B. Principles of education 
C. History of education 
D. Administration and supervision of 
education 
E. Special methods 
F. Philosophy, sociology, anthropology, 
biology, and political science. 
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Note: The maximum of credit allowed in one group 
is six and two-thirds semester hours. 
G. Practice teaching 
Note: Twenty-seven months of teaching experience 
may be substituted for practice teaching 
when properly certified by the Commissioner 
of Education. 
A Graduate Life Certificate may be issued to a person 
who has possession of a Graduate Temporary Certificate, and 
has completed forty-Iive months OI yeaching experience in 
the state of Colorado; or who has graduated.from a Colorado 
state teachers college with a bachelor's or a master's 
degree in education. 
CONNECTICUT 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
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I. A bachelor's degree from an institution 
approved by the State Department of Education 
and a recognized national or regional 
accrediting association for teacher education. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 30 
A. Basic courses (at least four fields 
including European and U.S. History}: 
1. History 
z. Political science 
3. Contemporary civilization 
4. Economics 
5. Sociology 
6. Geography 1. International relations 
8. Government 
III. Profess.ional requirements - semester hours· in 
education (minimum): 18 
A. Foundation for education: 
1. History of education 
Z. Principles of education 
3. Philosophy of education 
4. Comparative education 
5. Community sociology, community resources, 
social a~thropology 
III. B. Educational psychology: 
1. PSychology of learning 
z. Human growth and development 
3. Child adolescent psychology 
4. Mental hygiene 
C. Curriculum and methods of teaching: 
1. Methods of teaching 
z. Audio-visual aids in education 
3. Educational measurements 
4. Principles of curriculum construction 
D. Directed observation and supervised student 
teaching 6-12· 
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DELAWARE 
A High School Teacher Certificate required in all 
senior high schools and valid in the junior high schools, 
may be issued to a person who meets the following 
requirements: 
I. Graduation from a standard college or university. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 18 
Social studies (plus six semester hours in 
United .States history) 
III. Professional requirements semester hours in 
education: 18 
May include the following: 
A. Psychology (maximum) 6 
B. Philosophy of education 
C. Principles of secondary education 
D. Practice teaching of high school branches 
to the extent of six semester hours, and 
provided he has had the minimum preparation 
in appropriate academic study, as indicated 
above, for which the certification is issued. 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Applicant must be of good moral character. 
B. Certificate of good health from a qualified 
physician. 
c. Must be twenty years of age. 
Note: One year of teaching experience is considered 
as the equivalent of the six semester hours 
required and may be accepted in lieu of it. 
FLORIDA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
A Graduate Certificate, valid for five years, may 
be issued to a person who has: 
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I. Four year graduation from a standard institution. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Social studies · 30 
B. In addition to the credit gained through 
comprehensice courses in social studies 
at least twelve semester hours must have 
been earned in history which must include 
at least six hours in American history. 
c. Credit must have been earned in each of the 
following: 
1. Government (including United States 
Government) 
2. Economics 
3. Sociology or social work 
4. Geography 
5. Course in conservation of natural 
resources 
D. Certification in single social studies 
subjects: 
1. History (including American history 
and United States Government) 15 
2. Credit in another subject within the 
social studies field 2 
Note: Certification in any social study field 
other than history, may be obtained with 
nine semester hours in that subject and 
two semester in each of two other subjects 
within the social studies field. 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 20 
A. Foundation of education 6 
B. Teaching in secondary schools 6 
C. Special methods 2 
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Florida (continued) 
D. Practice teaching 
1. Six semester hours in approved college 
internship program or 
2. Six semester hours. in observation and 
practice teaching or 
3. Three years public teaching experience or 
4. A combination of three semester hours in 
observation and practice teaching plus 
two years teaching experience. 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Must be twenty years of age 
B. Must be a United States citizen 
c. Oath to United States Constitution. 
GEORGIA 
A Teachers' Professional Certificate, valid for 
four years, may be issued to a person who has: 
I. A bachelor's degree from an approved college. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Social studies 
1. Georgaphy 
2. Economics 
3. Sociology 
4. Political science 
5. History (minimum) 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours 
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33 1/3 
13 1/3 
in education: 20 
A. Orientation 3 1/.3 
B. Educational psychology 6 2/3 
c. School and society and 
D. High school curriculum and methods 3.1/3 - 6 2/3 
E. Directed observation and 
teaching · 3 1/3 - 6 2/3 
IDAHO 
Junior a~d senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
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A Standard Secondary School Certificate, valid for 
five years, may be issued to a person who has: 
I. A bachelor1s degree from an institution approved 
by the State Board of Education. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Major (social studies) 
B. Minor 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education, which must include not less than 
15 
15 
ten semester hours in items B, c, and D : 20 
A. Practice teaching in secondary school 4 (this requirement will be increased to 
five semester hours on September 1,1956, 
and to six semester hours on September 
1,1958}. 
B. Methods and material of instruction in 
the secondary school 3 
c. Educational psychology or child growth 
and development 3 
D. Foundations and/or principles of 
education 3 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Must be a citizen of the United States. 
B. Must be eighteen years of age. 
c. Certificate of good health from a 
qualified physician. 
An Advanced Secondary School Certificate may be 
issued to any person who meets the requirements for the 
Standard Secondary School Certificate and in addition has: 
I. A master's degree .from an institution approved by 
the State Board o.f Education; the program . .for which 
must include at least: 
A. Eight semester hours in educational subjects 
B. Eight semester hours in a teaching .field or 
area o.f educational service. 
ILLINOIS 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
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Limited State High School Certi£icate may be issued 
to a person who has: 
I. Bachelorts degree £rom a recognized college. 
II. 
III. 
Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. General education 
1. Oral and written expression 
2. Natural science 
3. Humanities 
4. Health and physical education 
5. Social science (including American 
history and/or government) 
6. Additional work in any o£ the above 
£ields 
B. Social studies 
1. One major {area o£ specialization) and 
2. One minor (area o£ specialization) 
Note: Majors and monors should be in separate 
areas or subjects. 
Pro£essional requirements ~ semester hours in 
education: 
A. Educatioaal psychology 
B. Principles o£ education 
c. Student teaching 
D. Materials and methods in the secondary 
school 
E. American public education 
F. Electives in pro£essional education 
36 
8 
6 
6 
3 
6 
6 
24 
16 
16 
2 - 3 
2 - 3 
5 
2 - 3 
2 - 3 
3 
INDIANA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
A Provisional Secondary Certificate, valid for 
teachers of endorsed subjects in grades seven through 
twelve, renewable, and upon completion master's degree 
and five years of successful teaching experience, con-
vertible to First Grade Secondary Certificate, which, 
in turn, upon completion of five additional years of 
successful teaching experience and evidence of pro-
fessional advancement and growth, is convertible to 
Permanent Certificate. Requirements: 
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I. A bachelor's degree from an accredited college 
or university 
II. Academic requirements (general education) in 
semester hours: 
A. Language (arts and literature) 3 
B. Social studies 3 
C. Physical science and mathematics or 
biological science 3 
D. Three hours of any three of the following: 
1. Fine arts 
2. Psychology 
3. Philosophy and ethics 
4. Practical arts 
5. Foreign language 
III. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Social studies 40 
1. World history 3 
2. United States history 3 
3. Sociology 3 
4. Economics 3 
5. Political science 3 
6. World geography 3 
Note: Approximately one-half of the hours 
should be about equally divided between 
World and American history. 
Indiana (continued) 
IV. Professional requirements in semester hours: 18 
A. Psychology, including child psychology 
and educational psychology 5 
B. General basic professional content 12 
1. General methods 
2. Principles of secondary education 
J. History of education 
4. Test and measurements 
c. Student teaching 
v. Special requirements: 
A. Official transcript 
B. Recommendation by responsible authority 
of preparing institution 
C. Oath of allegiance to the Constitution 
of the United States and to that of 
Indiana 
D. Health certificate 
E. A fee of $1.00 
IOWA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirement. 
Standard Secondary School Certificate: 
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I. Bachelor's degree from an approved college or 
university 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Socail studies 
1. Major (plus) 
2. Minor (one additional field) or 
3. Major (plus) 
4. Minor (two additional fields each) 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
30 
20 
20 
15 
education: 20 
A. Orientation to teaching 
B. School and society 
c. Psychology of learning 
D. Educational psychology 
E. Methods of evaluation 6 
F. Student teaching 5 
KANSAS 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
.l,.O 
Note: Junior high school teachers shall have 
obtained a minimum o£ fifteen semester 
hours of credit in each field or subject 
taught. 
A Secondary Certificate, valid for three years, may 
be issued to a person who has: 
I. Bachelor's degree from an accredited college 
or university 
II. General education 4-5 
A. Social sciences (including history) 10 
B. Literature, language, art, philosophy, 
or general religion 10 
c. Physical and biological sciences (must include courses in both) 10 
D. Electives in above areas (three semester 
hours in general psychology and five 
semester hours of basic courses in history 
and appreciation of music and art may be 
included) 15 
III. Academic requirements for social studies 
teachers: 
A. Social sciences 
Class A: 
Twenty-£our semester hours with a minimum 
of six semester hours in each subject taught. 
Class B: 
Eight semester hours in the field o£ social 
science with three semester hours in eaeh 
subject taught. 
B. World history 
Class A: 
Twenty-four semester hours in the £ield of 
social science with six semester hours of 
college credit in early Roman or early Greek 
history, or other early history, together with 
college credit in modern European history_and 
in American history. 
Kansas (continued) 
Class B: 
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Twelve semester hours in the .field o.f social 
science with college credit in early Roman or 
early Greek history or other early history, 
together with college credit in modern European· 
history and in American history. 
Class C: 
Eight semester hours in the .field o:f social 
science with college credit in some early 
period history, with some European history 
and some American history. 
c~ International Relations and American Problems: 
Class A: 
Twenty-.four semester hours in the social science 
.field with six semester hours o.f college credit 
in European Comparative Governments, Governments 
o.f the United States, or South America, or 
International Relations. 
Class C: 
Eight semester hours in the social science .field. 
D. Constitution, Civics, Citizenship, American 
History, Economics, Sociology. 
Class A: 
Twenty-.four semester hours in the social 
science .field with six semester hours in each 
subject taught. 
Class B: 
Twelve semester hours in the social science 
.field with .five semester hours in each 
subject taught. 
Class C: 
Eight semester hours in the social science 
.field with three semester hours in each 
subject taught. 
Note: Six semest.er hours of!, credit iri American 
Government, Constitution, Civics, Citizenship, 
Political Science, or United States History. 
Constitution quali.fies to teach constitution, 
civics or citizenship. 
IV. Pro.fessional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 18 
A. Six semester hours directed toward under-
standing the individual in such courses as 
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Kansas (continued) 
educational psychology, child psychology, 
child development, and human growth and 
development. . 
B. Six semester hours directed toward under~ 
standing the school as a social institution. 
c. Six semester hours directed toward obtaining 
competance in instruction at the secondary 
level which must include at least three 
semester hours in directed teaching. 
KENTUCKY 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements,. 
The provisional High School Certificate, valid 
.for .four years, may be issued to a person who meets 
the regulation of the State Board of Education and 
these general requirements: 
I. Bachelor's degree from a standard four year 
college or university. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. English (minimum) including oral and 
written composition, literature and 
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speech 12 
B. Health, physical education and 
safety (minimum) 6 
c. Smcial studies (minimum) 48 (may be major with a minimum of twenty-
four semester hours and a minor with 
eighteen semester hours but both must 
total at least .forty-eight semester hours}. 
1. History (including six semester hours 18 
in American hostory and six semester 
hours in European history) 
2. Political science (minimum) 6 
3. Economics (minimum) 6 
4. Sociology (minimum) 6 
5. Georgraphy (minimum) 6 
III. Professional requirements in semester hours: 18 
A. Supervised student teaching (minimum) 8 
B. Child growth and development 
c. Fundamentals o.f secondary education 
D. Organization and administration of the 
public school system 
The Standard High School Certificate, valid for five 
years may be issued to a person who has: 
I. The same academic requirements as listed for the 
Provisional High School Certificate 
II. Received a master's degree from a standard 
graduate school. . 
LOU SIAN A 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
I., Bachelor's degree from an approved college. 
II. General education in semester hours(minimum) 46 
A. English 12 
B. Social studies 12 
c. Science 12 
D. Mathematics 6 
E. Health and physical education 4 
III. Academic requirements in semester hours: 12 
(Social studies) 
A. 
B. 
C,. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
Note: 
History 
Economics 
Sociology 
Geography 
Political science 
Government 
A minimum of twelve semester hours, in-
eluding at least three and not more than 
six semester hours in United States history, 
and three semester hours in government. 
3 
IV. Professional education in semester hours: 18 
A. History of education, introduction to 
education, foundation of education, and/or 
philosophy of education 3 
B. Educational psychology and/or principles 
of teaching 3 
c. Student teaching 4 
D. An additional professional education 
appropriate to the level and to the field 
for which the teacher is to be certified, 
(including three hours in adolescent 
psychology) 
MAINE 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
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I. Graduation from a four-year accredited college. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A minimum of twenty-four semester hours credit 
in a subject field, together with fifteen 
semester hours in a second field, or a minimum 
of forty semester hours within an area of 
specialization in which at least three common 
subject fields are represented. 
III. Professional requirements in semester hours: 18 
A. Psychology including educational 
psychology (maximum) 6 
B. History, foundation, principles, 
introduction and philosophy of education 
c. Methods, observation, and student teaching 
D. Psychology, including child growth and 
development 
E. Measurement, guidance, audio-visual trends, 
educational sociology, administration and 
supervision. 
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MARYLAND 
Any applicant who is to be issuen a Maryland high 
school teachers certificate must have: 
I. Graduated from an accredited four-year college. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 24 
A. History, including United States History 18 
B. Economics, sociology, political science 
or geography 6 
c. 
III. Professional requirements ~ semester hours in 
education: 16 
A. Educational psychology 3 
B. Principles og high school teaching 3 
c. Methods, observation, and supervised 
practise teaching 5 
D. Elective courses in secondary education 5 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Must be a citizen of the United States 
B. Health certificate from state appointed 
physician 
c. Professional refrences 
D. Transcript of credits 
E. Oath of allegiance 
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MASSACHUSETTS 
Effective September 1,1954, a secondary school 
certificate, valid in grades nine to twelve inclusive, 
may be issued to a person who has: 
I. Bachelor's degree or a diploma from a four-
year course in a normal school approved by 
the Board of Education. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
(Social studies) 
A. Major subject field 
B. Minor subject field 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
18 
9 
education: 9 
A. Educational psychology, including 
adolescent growth and development 
B. Philosophy of education 
c. Methods amd materials in secondary 
education 
D. Curriculum development in secondary 
education. 
Note: Effective September 1,1956, .semester hours 
in education, including a minimum of two 
in supervised student teaching in secondary 
school, will be twelve. 
MICHIGAN 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
A State Secondary Provisional Certificate may be 
issued to a person who has: 
I. Bachelor's degree from an accredited college 
or university. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Social studies 
B. Minor (minimum) 
Note: Shall include one major and two minors 
in subject or subject fields in which 
the applicant expects to teach. 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
24 
15 
education: 20 , 
A. Directed teaching 5 
B. Methods in major and minor subjects 
c. Principles of teaching, or equivalent 
D. Psychology of education, or equivalent 
E. History of education, philosophy of · 
education, or equivalent 
F. Electives in education to complete 
twenty semester hours 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Must be over eighteen years of age 
B. Must be a citizen of the United States 
or has declared his intention of becoming 
a citizen 
c. Oath of allegiance 
A State Permanent Certificate may be issued to a person 
who meets the following additional requirements: 
I. Master's degree from an accredited college, in-
cluding at least twelve semester hours appropriate 
to the needs of the secondary school teacher. 
MINNESOTA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
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A High School Teacher's Cetificate, valid for two 
years, may be issued to a person who has: 
I. A bachelor's degree from the College of Education 
of the University of Minnesota, a Minnesota state 
teachers college, an independent liberal arts 
college in Minnesota, or an institution of 
equivalent rank and standing of any state, which 
is a member of the regional accrediting association. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Major (social studies) 24 
B. Minor (related field) 15 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 18 
A. Observation and student teaching (minimum) 4 
And one course from each of the three 
following fields: 
B. Human growth and development (i.e.educational 
psych. ology, psychology of learning, child 
growth, etc.) 
c. Orientation to teaching (i.e. general methods, 
principles of education, school and society, 
introduction to education. philosophy of 
education, curriculum, tests and measurements, 
etc.) 
D. Special methods and materials. 
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MISSISSIPPI 
A Class A Certificate, valid for five years, may be 
issued to any person who has: 
I. Graduated from an approved four year college. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 24 
A. World history 6 
B. American history 6 
c. Political science; geography, sociology, 
or economics 6 
D. Electives 6 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 18 
A. Psychology of education 3 
B. Human growth and development 
6
3 
c. Secondary methods 
D. Practice teaching in the secondary .field 6 
Note: Five years teaching experience in the field 
in which the certification is desired may 
be accepted in lieu of observation and 
practice teaching 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Statement od United States citizenship 
B. Must be over eighteen years of age 
c. Health certificate from physician 
D. Official transcript and recommendation 
to be sent directly by preparing institution. 
MISSOURI 
Junior and senior high schoole have the same 
requirements. 
I. Bachelor's degree from an accredited college 
or university. 
II~ General requirements in semester hours: 
Completion of at least twenty-five semester 
hours including credits from at least three 
of the following fields: 
A. English 
B.. Social studies 
c. Natural science 
D. Foreign language 
E. Mathematic 
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Note: Two years of college work in general physical 
education, with or without credit, and two 
semester hours of credit in health and hygiene. 
III. Academic requirements in semester hours: 24 
A. American history 5 
B. European history 5 
C. American government 2 
D. Economics 2 
E. Sociology 2 
F. Electives 8 
Note: A teacher who gualifies will be certified 
to teach citizenship, world history, and 
American history. The same teacher will 
be certified to teach any of the following 
courses in which he has at least five hours 
of credit: government, economics, sociology, 
and geography. 
IV. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
educationt minimum ): 
.. -.... _<.-:'~-:...::~--·--~ 
A. Educational psychology 
B. History of education or philosophy of 
education 
c. General methods in secondary teaching 
D. Methods in one high school teaching field 
E. Secondary school administration. 
F. Supervised student teaching in secondary 
schools 
G. Excess or other education credits 
. :B.oaton Universit-y 
~obool of Education 
1 .. ,. Library 
18 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
5 
3 
MONTANA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
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A Secondary Certificate, valid for two years, may 
be issued to any person who has: 
I. Bachelor's degree from a fully accredited 
college or university. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A• Social studies (major) 30 
B. Minor, in a field usually taught in 
high schools 20 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 16 
A. Educational psychology 
B. Principles of secondary education 
c. Secondary school teaching procedure 
D. Observation and practice teaching 
E. Electives in education to complete 
the sixteen semester hours. 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Must be at least eighteen years of age 
B. Must be a citizen of the United States 
c. Oath of Allegiance 
D. Health certificate signed by physician. 
NEBRASKA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
An Initial Secondary School Certificate, valid 
for five years, may be issued to a person who has: 
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I. Bachelor's degree from a four year accredited 
college. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Social studies, including at least six 
semester hours in history 
B. Minor in related subject fields 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours 
in education( minimum): 
A. Supervised student teaching in grades 
seven to twelve 
B. Health education 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Must be a citizen of the United States 
B. Certification of good health 
C. A fee of $2 
A Provisional Secondary School Certificate, valid 
for five years, mau be issued to anyone who meets the 
same requirements as the Initial Secondary Certificate plus: 
I. Nine semester hours graduate credit, including 
three semester hours in education 
II. One year teaching experience in any grade level 
from seven to twelve 
A Professional Secondary Certificate, valid for life, 
may be issued to anyone who meets the same requirements as 
the Initial Secondary Certificate plus: .. 
I. Eighteen semester hours graduate credit, including 
six semester hours in education. 
IZl Three years experience in any grade level from 
seven to twelve. 
15 
15 
18 
3 
2 
NEVADA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
54 
A High School Certificate, valid for four years, 
may be issued to a person who has: 
I~ Bachelor's degree from a standard college, normal 
school or university 
II. Professional requirements - semester ho.urs in 
education (minimum): 18 
A. At least 14 semester hours in the 
secondary field, which must include 
four semester hours o~ practice teaching 
Note: . -Two years of teaching experience in a 
secondary school may be submitted in 
lieu of practice teaching 
III. Special requirements: 
A. Must be a citizen of the United States 
B. Must be eighteen years of age 
C. Health certificate from physician 
D• Oath of Allegiance 
E. All teachers must meet state requirements 
in Nevada School Law and Constitution of 
the United States and the state of Nevada. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
I. Completion of a four or five year course in 
a ~tandard post-secondary institution 
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II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Major field (social studies) 18 
1. Six semester hours in each subject 
to be taught in the field ~--' 
B. Minor field (one or two periods per day 
in any one subject) 
1. Six semester hours in each subject 
to be taught 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 21 
A• 
B. 
c. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
G •. 
H. 
I. 
J •. 
Note: 
Methods of teaching 
Educational psychology 
Principles of education 
Educational sociology 
History of education 
Test and measurements 
Guidance 
Mental hygiene for teachers 
Child behavior 
Student teaching 
One year of recent teaching experience may 
be substituted for student teaching require-
ment, provided the most recent year of 
teaching has been within the last three 
years or that acceptable teacher training 
courses have been taken within the last 
three years. 
6 
NEW JERSEY 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
I. Bachelor's degree from accredited college. 
II. General background courses, distributed in 
at least three of the following fields: 
A. English (required) 
B. Social studies (required) 
c. Science 
D. Fine arts 
E. Mathematics 
F. Foreign language 
56 
30 
6 
6 
III. Specific teaching field (social studies) 30 
A. History 
B. Political science 
c. Contemporary cicilization 
D. Economics 
E. Sociology 
F. Geography 
G. International relations 
H. Citizenship 
Note: At least four fields, including European 
and American history required. 
IV. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 18 
A. Methods of teaching 
This group includes: 
1. Methods of teaching in secondary schools 
2. Visual aids in education 
3. Individualizing instruction 
B. Educational psychology 
This group includes: 
1. Psychology of learning 
2. Human growth and development 
3. Adolescent psychology 
4. Educational measurements 
5. Mental hygiene 
New Jersey (continued) 
c. Health education 
This group includes: 
1. Personal health problems 
2. School health problems 
3. Nutrition 
4. Health administration 
5. Biology 
D. Foundations for education 
This group includes: 
1. History of education 
2. Principles of education 
3. Philosophy of education 
4. Comparative education 
5. Educational sociology 
E. Curriculum 
This group includes: 
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1. Principles of curriculum construction 
2. The high school curriculum 
3. A study of the curriculum in one 
specific field 
4. Extra-curricular activities 
F.· Guidance 
This group includes: 
1. Principles of guidance 
2. Counseling 
3. Vocational guidance 
4. Educational guidance 
5. Research in guidance 
6. Student personnel problems 
G. Student teaching 
One hunderd and fifty clock hours of 
approved student teaching. At least 
ninety clock hours must be devoted to 
responsible classroom teaching; sixty 
clock hours may be employed in ob-
servation and participation. 
This Limited Certificate may be made permanent when the 
applicant completes three years teaching experience and twentys 
four semester hours in a subject matter field within the scope 
of the certificate. 
NEW MEXICO 
A New High School Certificate, valid for five 
years, may be issued to a person who has: 
I. Bachelor's degree from an approved college, 
normal school or university. 
II. Academic credits shall be distributed as 
follows: 
A. A major, twenty-four semester hours, and 
a minor fifteen semester hours in subjects 
taught in high schools, or 
B. two minors of fifteen semester hours each, 
in subjects usualy taught in high schools. 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 
A. Educational psychology 2 
B. Secondary education 2 
c. Methods of teaching in high schools 2 
D. Supervised teaching in high schools 4 
E. Electives in education 6 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Must be eighteen years ot age 
B. Must be a citizen .of the. United States 
NEW YORK 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requir.ements. 
59 
I. Bachelor's degree and thirty semester hours 
in approved advanced courses. 
II. Academic requirements (minimum) in specific 
fields in semester hours. 
Social studies 30 
Based on two units of entrance credits 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 18 
A. Supervised student practice teaching in 
secondary schools including conferences 
on teaching problems 2 - 9 
B. Secondary school methods and materials 
including methods of teaching the 
subjects for which the sertificate is to 
be issued 2 - 9 
c. Adolescent development and/or psychology 
for teachers 2 8 9 
D. History, principles, problems and/or 
philosophy of education 2 ~ 6 
Note: An integrated program of professional 
study and training will be accepted 
in lieu of specific courses in each of 
the four essential fields of education 
listed in the scedule, provided the 
said program is the substantial equivalent 
of hte eighteen semester hours required. 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
60 
I. Bachelor's degree from an accredited college 
or university. 
II. Academic requirements, preparation in major 
and minor subjects according to North Central 
Association requirements. 
A. Social studies 15 
Note: In the case of unified courses which draw 
their subject matter from two or more 
teaching fields, minimum preparation will 
be twenty semester hours on the college 
level, appropriately distributed among 
the teaching fields concerned. 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 16 
A. Including student teaching and 
special methods. 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
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A Class A High School Teachers Certificate, may 
be issued to a person who has: 
I. Graduated from a standard four year college. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 30 
(Social studies) 
A. European history and World history 6 
B. American history 6 
c. Government, geography, economics, or 
sociology 12 
D. Electives from any of above 6 
Note: Individual certification will be granted 
in any of the specific areas: history, 
government, geography, economics, or 
sociology, in which twelve semester hours 
credit is presented. Certification for 
citizenship or civics, or problems in 
American democracy would require credit 
for at least eighteen semester hours from 
government, economics, and sociology. 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 18 
A. The pupil 6 
B. The school 6 
c. Teaching andppnabtdnmm 6 
Note: C must include at least forty"five 
clock hours of actual teaching. 
A Graduate Secondary Certificate may be granted to 
a person who: _ 
1. Holds or be qualified to bold the Class A High 
School Teachers Certificate 
II. Has three years teaching experience 
III. Has a master's degree from an institution of 
higher learning with recognized standards 
approved by the State Department of Public 
Instruction. This would include: 
A. Subject matter in the certificate fields 12 
B. Education (philosophy, principles, 
curriculum, psychology, etc.) 6 
C. Electives 12 
OHIO 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements·. 
Provisional High School Certificate. 
I. Bachelor's degree from an approved college 
or university. 
II.· Academic requirements in semester hours: 
Social studies (Comprehensive major) 
62 
45 
A- Course work reasonable well distributed 
over American history and history of 
civilization lg 
III. 
IV. 
B. Basic course work in each of the 
following: 
1. Economics 
!. Sociology 
3. Political science 
4, Principles of geography 
c. Excess credit mn above or related 
electives in integrated social studies 
! • 
Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 
A, 
B. 
c. 
D. 
E. 
. 
Human growth and development 
The school in relation to society 
The _secondary curriculum and instructional 
materials and methods in the major teaching 
areas · · 
Student teaching ~nd related laboratory 
experience in secondary education 
Excess credit in the above or in 
pertinent electives · · · 
General education: 
A. Science and mathematics 
B. Social studies 
c. Literature and/or language 
D. Fine and/or applied arts 
E. Religion and/or philosophy 
Credit in either or both (D) and (E) 
F. Excess credit in any or all areas above 
17 
2 
2 
'4 
6 
3 
30 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
63 
OKLAHOMA 
High School Standard Certificate to teach social 
studies, valid in grades nine to twelve inclusive. 
I. Bachelor's degree :from approved institution. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Social studies 
1. History 
2. Geography 
3. Sociology 
4. Economics 
5. Authropogy 
6. Government 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
30 
education: 21 
A. Principles o:f education 
B. Psychology o:f learning 
c. School and society 
D. Student teaching (methods and materials) 9 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Oklahoma history 
B. American history and government 6 
Note: American history and government and 
Oklahoma history requirements are not 
necessary to obtain a temporary or 
provisional certificate, but are required 
:for the standard certificate. 
OREGON 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
' 
64-
A High School Provisional Certificate may be issued 
to a person who has: 
I. Bachelor's degree from a standard college, 
university, or teachers college. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
(Oregon does not certify teachers on the basis 
of subject fields, but a teacher must meet the 
norm for social studies as follows): 
"All social studies teachers shall have completed 
nine quarter hours in United States history and 
nine quarter hours in the history of Western 
Civilization or equivalent courses. In addition, 
teachers shall be prepared as follows: 
9th grade ~ eight quarter hours in geography, 
lOth grade - eight quarter hours in geography, 
11th grade - six quarter hours in political science, 
12th grade - six quarter hours each in economics, 
sociology, and political science." 
III.. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 
A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 
Note: 
E. 
F. 
Note: 
Secondary schools in American life 
Educational psychology 
General methods 
Supervised teaching 
One year of teaching in a secondary school 
on a valid secondary certificate may be 
substituted as the equivalent of four 
semester hours of supervised teaching, 
provided the teaching has been completed 
within the preceding five years. 
Oregon history 
Oregon school law and system of education 
This provision may be. waived for one year 
to allow an otherwise fully qualified teacher 
from out of state to receive one one-year 
certificate. 
12 
2 
2 
2 
4 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements .. 
A Secondary School Certificate may be issued to a 
person who has: 
I. Graduated from an approved college or university. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Social studies 
;B. 1. History 
2. Economics 
3. Sociology 
4. Government 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
18 
9 
3 
3 
3 
education: 18 
A. Introducation to teaching 3 
B. Educational psychology (general psychology 
is a prerequisite) 3 
C. Electives seleeted from the following 
list definitely related to teaching in 
the secondary school 6 
1. Secondary education 
2. Special methods 
3. Educational sociology 
4. Educational measurements 
5. History of education 
6. Principles of education 
7. Techniques of teaching 
8. Visual aids and sensory techniques 
D. Student teaching 6 
1. One hudred and eighty clock hours 
including observation and actual 
teaching. 
RHODE ISLAND 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
66 
Provisional Secondary Certificate, valid for three 
years, may be issued to any person who has: 
I. Bachelor's degree from an institution approved 
by the State Board of Education. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A.. Social studies 
B. Social studies other than history 
c. History 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 
Twenty-four semester hours of education courses 
approved for the preparation of secondary school 
teachers including Rhode Island education and 
not less then six nor more than twelve semester 
hours of practice teaching. 
Note: The practice teaching requirement may be 
waived for applicant who has had three or 
more years of teaching experience prior to 
applying for certification after they have 
taught for three years in the state of 
Rhode Island. 
Note: Applicants who has not flillfilled the 
requirement in Rhode Island Education 
will be allowed three years in which to 
meet this requirement. 
A Professional Secondary Certificate, valid for five 
years, may be issued to any person who has: 
I. A Provisional Secondary Certificate 
II. Three years successful teaching experience in 
the secondary grades in the state of Rhode Island. 
Note: This certificate may be renewed upon 
completion of six semester hours of which two 
may be obtained by travel, work, or other 
educatiohal experience. 
> 
30 
15 
15 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
67 
I. Bachelor's degree from an accredited college 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. Social studies 30 
1. United States history 6 
2. European history 6 
3. Electives from government, economics, 
geography,and sociology (at least 
two fields required) 12 
4. Electives from government, economics, 
georgraphy, sociology, and history 6 
B. Individual certification will be granted 
in any one· of the specifi-c areas·-
government, sociology, geography1economics -in which twelve semester hours or credit 
is presented. 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 18 
A. Human growth and development 3 
B. Principles of education 3 
B. Philosophy of education 3 
D. General techniques 3 
E. Directed teaching (secondary level) 
Note: A minimum of ninety cmock hours of 
observa~ion and directed teaching 
.required 
IV. General requirements: 
A. English 
B. Biological and physical science 
c. Social studies (must cover at least 
three fields} 
V. Special requirements: 
A. Effective February 14,1953, all teachers shall 
take the National Teachers Exam under the 
supervision of the South Carolina Department 
of Education. 
B. A person must be eighteen years of age. 
c. Must be a citizen of the United States or 
have first papers. 
12 
12 
12 
) 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
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I. Bachelor's degree from a college or university 
approved as a teacher-training institution by 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
II. Academic requ~rements for the teaching of 
social studies is as follows: 
Fifteen semester hours, of which at least 
five semester hours shall be in the subject 
taught, except American history in which at 
least eight semester hqurs are required. In 
the case of a fused social studies course at 
least three semester hours of economics and 
three semester hours of sociology shall be 
required. Library science may be listed in 
the social studies field. 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 
A. Practice teaching 3 
B. High school methods or problems of 
administration and supervision 3 
c. Educational psychology 2 
D. Electives in education 7 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Must be eighteen years of age 
B. Must be a citizen of the United States 
C. Oath of allegiance. 
TEXAS 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
I. A High School four year Certificate may be 
issued to a person who has: 
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A. College credits in semester hours, which 
must include twelve hours in education 
(six of which must be in secondary 
education) 60 
II. A High School six year Certificate may be 
issued to a person who has: 
A. College credits in semester hours, which 
must include eighteen hours in Education 
(six of which must be ~n secondary 
education and practice teaching) 90 
III. A Permanent High School Certificate may be 
issued to a person who has: 
A. Bachelor's degree from an accredited 
college or university 
B. Education in semester hours (of which 
eight must be in secondary education 
and practice teaching); or 24 
c. Teach minimum of three sessions, 
totalling twenty-seven months, subsequent 
to conferring of degree, provided record 
shows twelve hours in education, six of 
which must be secondary. 
IV. Special requirements for every type of 
certificate: 
A. Credit in Texas and Federal Constitution 2 
Note: An exemption from this requirement is 
allowed all applicants who had sixty 
semester hours toward a bachelor's degree 
prior to 1929 or if applicant has six 
hours of credit in American Government. 
B. Minimum age eighteen 
c. Citizen of the United States 
D. Oath of allegiance 
TENNESSEE 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
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A Teachers Provisional Certificate, valid for five 
years, may be issued to any person who has: 
I. Bachelor's degree from an accredited college 
or university. 
II. The applicant for endorsement in social studies 
may follow one of two plans as follows: 
{1) area {group) certification, or (2) indivi-
dual area certification. 
1. Area or group certification: The applicant 
for endorsement in social studies shall 
offer a minimum of fifty-four quarter hours 
distributed as follows: 
A. Eighteen in history: 
1. American history 9 
2. European and world history 9 
B. Sociology 9 
c. Geography 9 
D. Economics 9 
E. Government 9 
2. History endorsement: The applicant for 
an endorsement in history shall offer a 
minimum of twenty-seven quarter hours to 
be distributed as follows: 
A. American history 9 
B. European and world history 9 
C. Electives in history 9 
III. Professional requirements - q_uarter hours in 
education: 
A. Orientation to teaching, including observation 
B. Human growth and development 
c. Psychology of learning 
D. Historical, philosophical, and sociological 
foundations of American education. 
E. The taabher's school and community relationship 
F. Professional organization and ethics 
G. Materials, including skills in the use of audio~ 
visual materials and equipment 
H. Guidance and mental hygiene 
I. Student teaching 6 
UTAH 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
A General Secondary Certificate may be issued to 
a person who has: 
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I. Bachelor's degree from an accredited college. 
II. General preparation: 
A. It is recommended that the four-year 
course for the education of teachers 
in secondary schools include six and 
two-thirds semester hours in the 
following fields: 
1. Social science 
2. Physical science 
3. Biological science 
4-. Humanities 
The work presented for the composite 
major or major and minor will serve as 
the recommended study in the fields re-
presented by each. 
B. The recommendation of an accredited 
educational institution may be required 
of the applicant. 
c. The work taken in the above-named basic 
fields should include at least one survey 
course in each field. 
III. Professional education in semester hours: 22 
A. Six semester hours in courses which will 
assist in the understanding of young 
people of school age: 
1. The physical and emotional development 
of youth through the years of formal 
schooling. 
2. The way that the young minds work and 
the way their intrests and motives 
shift and maturate during adolescent 
years 
B. Four semester hours in understanding the 
school, its historical and philosophic 
background-,.and adminis~ration and 
Utah (continued) 
relationship to the community, with 
refrence to Utah public schools and 
Utah school law. 
72 
c. Ten semester hours in student teaching 
including methods. (Two years of success-
ful teaching experience may be accepted in 
lieu of a portion of this student teaching 
but will not reduce the total number of 
required credit as stated in III.) 
D. Health education shall be required of all 
teachers in the state of Utah. 
IV. Special preparation: 
A. Major 
(Distributed in two or more related 
subjects with not .less than twelve 
semester hours in any one subject) or 
B. Major 
(At least ten semester hours must be 
in upper division work) an 
Minor 
40 
20 
12 
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VERMONT 
A Junior High School Certi~icate, valid ~or ~ive 
years, may be issued to a person who has: 
I. A bachelor's degree based upon the completion 
o~ a program ~or the education o~ junior high 
school teachers ~rom an institution approved 
~or teacher-education by the State Board o~ 
Education. 
A Secondary School Certi~icate may be issued to a 
person who has: · 
I. Bach~lor's degree ~rom an accredited college. 
II. Academic requirements: 
Vermont does not have any academic require-
ments ~or certi~ication o~ teachers. 
III. Pro~essional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 18 
A. Overview o~ education 
B. History and philosophy o~ education 
C. Psychology o~ education or learning 
D. Understanding the individual 
Ej Methods of teaching 
F. Observation and student teaching (min.) 6 
Note: Credit in general psychology can not be 
used to meet part of the eighteen 
semester hours requirement mentioned above. 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Must be nineteen years of age 
B. Transcript of college work 
C. Present as a refrence the institution 
where he recieved his training for teaching. 
D. SWear to (or affirm) and sign the teachers 
oath. 
VIRGINIA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
74 
I. Bachelor's degree from an accredited institution. 
II. General education: 
A. English 12 
B. Social studies (including United States 
history) 12 
c. Natural science and/or mathematics 6 
D. Health and physical education and safety 6 
III. Academic requirements in semester hours: 18 
A. An endorsement reading "Social Studies 
not including History" will be given 
for a total of. eighteen semester hours 
in not less than three courses from such 
as the following fields: government, 
economics, geography, sociology, introduction 
to social studies, and international 
relations. 
B. An endorsement "Social Studies including 
History" will be given when the applicant 
has at least twelve semester hours of 
history and twelve hours in social studies 
as named above. 
c. An endorsement for "History" will be given 
for a minimum of eighteen semester hours 
in not less than two of the following: 
American history, European history, World 
history, ancient history. 
D. Specific endorsement in such subject as 
government, economics, and sociology may 
be secured if applicant presents at least 
twelve semester hours in the specific subject. 
IV. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 
A. Human growth and development 8 - 12 
B. Classroom management, materials and 
methods 6 
c. Relationship to the school, to the 
community and to society 8 
D. Student teaching (maximum} 8 
Note: A total of not less than one-hundred clock 
hours should be allotted student teaching. 
WASHINGTON 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
I. Five years of college work and a degree in 
secondary education 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
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One major of twenty semester hours and two 
minors of ten semester hours each in subjects 
regularly offered in the secondary schools 
in the state of Washington. 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 16 
A. Educational psychology 
B. General methods or principles of 
teaching 
C. Secondary education 
D. Special methods 
E. Practice teaching (maximum) 6 
F. Contemporary social problems 10 
1. Economics 
2. Sociology 
3. Political science 
4. Current history 
Note: Credits in Washington State History and 
Government are acceptable toward meeting 
this requirement. 
76 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements • 
A First Class High School Certificate, valid for 
five years, may be issued to a person who has: 
I. Bachelor's degree from an accredited college 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 24 
III. 
IV. 
Social studies - required courses: 
A. History 15 
1. Development of social institutions 6 
2. West Virginia history, government and 
geography 3 
3. American history or 6 
4. American and European history 6 
B. Fundamental social problems 6 
c. World geography 3 
Professional requirements - semester 
education: 
A. Human development 
B. Integrated upper grade methods 
C. Directed teaching 
D. Courses to meet individual needs 
e;g., teaching of reading 
General requirements: 
A. English 
B. Social science 
C. Science and mathematics 
D. Music 
E. Art 
F. Physical well-being 
hours in 
20 - 24 
6 
3 - 4 
5 - 6 
6 - 10 
12 
12 
6 
2 
2 
2 
WISCONSIN 
A High School Certificate may be issued to a 
person who has: 
I. Graduated from an accredited four year college 
or university. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
A. To teach the social sciences as a group 
a candidate must have from forty to forty-
five semester hours in social studies, · 
including history, geography, economics, 
sociology, etc., or 
B. Major (i.e. history) 
c. Minor (two teaching minors of fifteen 
semester hours each in academic subjects) 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours in 
education: 
A. Educational psychology or psychology 
of learning 
B. Teacher's or a methods course in the 
major subject 
c. Practice teaching 
D. Additional semester hours of approvad 
courses 
IV. Special requirements: 
A. Courses in conservation of natural 
resources and consumer's cooperatives 
and cooperative marketing. 
24 
18 
3 
2 
5 
8 
WYOMING 
Junior and senior high schools have the same 
requirements. 
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I. Bachelor's degree from a standard college or 
university. 
II. Academic requirements in semester hours: 
Semester hours in major teaching field: 
III. Professional requirements - semester hours 
in education: 
A. Directed teaching or internship 
B. High school techniques and methods 
c. Child growth, development and 
psychology 
D. History, philosophy and sociology 
of education 
E. Mental health and hygiene 
F. Guidance 
IV. General education: 
A balanced program with courses from 
language arts, social studies, physical 
science, biological science, music, fine 
and practical arts. 
15 
20 
26 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
It was the purppse of this thesis to state the 
certification requirements for teachers of social studies 
in the forty-eight states. By compiling this material, 
it can serve as an aid to teachers now in the field of 
education contemplating a change to another state and 
also aid prospective teachers in seeking position. 
After reviewing existing literature describing the 
progress made in the field of teacher certification, 
a letter was sent ·to the various state departments ·of 
education asking for minimum requirements, as they are 
today. 
The findings were then presented in alphabetical 
order by states in chapter three of this thesis. 
It must be noted that departments of education in 
the forty-eight states are constantly revising their 
requirements for certification-of all teachers and are 
bringing them into closer agreement. However, consider-
able variation still exists. 
A. Are Degrees reguired?-- In order to obtain full 
certification as a teacher of social studies in the 
-80-
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secondary schools, five states require five years of pre-
service education. They are 
Arizona 
California 
New York 
Oregon 
Washington 
All other states require a bachelor's degree from 
an accredited college or university, or a diploma from 
a four year course in a normal school approved by the 
Board of Education. 
B. What are the Academic Requirements?-- The academic 
requirements of the states vary in semester hours. Kentucky 
requires forty-eight hours in social studies subjects, Ohio 
forty-five, and Indiana forty semester hours. 
Thirty-six semester hours 
California 
Illinois 
Thirty semester hours 
Connecticut 
Florida 
New Jersey 
New York 
North Carolina 
Twenty-four semester hours 
Alabama 
Arizona 
Iowa 
Tennessee 
Montana 
Oklahoma 
South Carolina 
Rhode Island 
Georgia 
Michigan 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Kansas 
Maine 
Maryland 
Minnesota 
Twenty semester hours 
Arkansas 
Eighteen semester hours 
Delaware 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
Fifteen semester hours 
Idaho 
Nebraaka 
North Dakota 
Twelve semester hours 
Lousiana 
New Mexico 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
washington 
Pennsylvania 
Virginia 
South Dakota 
Wyoming 
Academic requirements not specified 
Colorado Texas 
Nevada Utah 
Oregon Vermont 
c. How much Student Teaching i.s Required?~- All states 1 
except Massachusetts,require student teacbing. (Effective 
September 1,1956 Massachusetts will require a minimum of 
two semester hours of supervised student teaching in the 
secondary schools.) It varies from three to ten semester 
hours. One-hundred fifty clock hours are required in 
New Jersey, one-hundred clock hours in Virginia, and 
ninety clock hours in South Carolina. 
Ten semester hours 
Utah 
Nine semester hours 
Arkansas 
Eight semester hours 
Idaho 
Kentucky 
Six semester hours 
Arizona 
California 
Colorado 
Delaware 
Florida 
Mississippi 
New Hampshire 
Five semester hours 
Illinois 
Maryland 
Michigan 
Four semester hours 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Minnesota 
Texas 
North Carolina 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Pennsylvania 
Tennessee 
Vermont 
Washington 
Missouri 
Wisconsin 
Nevada 
New Mexico 
Oregon 
Three semester hours 
Alabama Montana 
Georgia Nebraska 
Indiana North Dakota 
Iowa South Dakota 
Kansas Wyoming 
Connecticut requires from six to twelve semester 
hours, New York requires two to nine, Rhode Island six 
to twelve, and West Virginia £ive to six. 
Arkansas will accept three years o£ teaching ex-
perience in lieu of the student teaching requirement. 
Colorado will accept twenty-seven months, Rhode Island 
three years, Utah two yeass, and Washington eight months. 
D. What are the.Pro.fessional Requirements?--
Professional requirements vary .from nine to twenty-eight 
semester hours. Each state is listed with the number of 
semester hours required: 
Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 
24 
18 
18 
22 
18 
18 
18 
20 
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Georgia 20 
Idaho 20 
I11incbis 16 
Indiana 18. 
Iowa 20 
Kansas 18 
Kentucky 18 
Louisiana 18 
Maine 18 
Maryland 16 
Massachusetts 9 
Michigan 20 
Minnesota 18 
Mississippi 18 
Missouri 18 
Montana 16 
Nebraska 18 
Nevada 18 
New Hampshire 21 
New Jersey 18 
New Mexico 16 
New York 18 
North Carolina 18 
North Dakota 16 
Ohio 17 
Oklahoma 21 
Oregon 12 
Pennsylvania 18 
Rhode Island 24 
South Carolina 18 
Sou~h Dakota 15 
Texas 24 
Tennessee 18 
Utah 22 
Vermont 18 
Virginia 28 
Washington 16 
West Virginia 24 
Wisconsin 18 
Wyoming 20 
E. What are the special Reguirements?--
Arixona requires a course and passing of an 
examination upon the principles of the Constitution of 
the United States and of the state of Arizona. 
California requires a course and passing of an 
examination on the provisions and principles of the 
Constitution of the United States. 
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Nevada requires that teachers meet the state require-
ments in Nevada School Law and Constitution of the United 
States and of the state of Nevada. 
Oregon requires Oregon History, Oregon School Law 
and system of education (may be waived for one year). 
All teachers in South Carolina must take the 
National Teachers Examination under the supervision of 
the South Carolina Department of Education. 
Wisconsin requires a course in the conservation 
of natural resourses and consumer's cooperatives and 
cooperative marketing. 
Recommendations -- There are a variety of methods 
in dealing with the problem of teacher certification. y 
One way, as suggested by Patterson, would be to have a 
general secondary school certificate. He suggests that 
~e experiment with a general certificate valid in grades 
ten to twelve for teaching pupils not preparing for 
college. Such a certificate could aid in finding teachers 
better prepared for teaching core or integrated curriculums 
than those who now come from our teachers' colleges. 
Another basis for certification might be found in 
evaluating a person's readiness for teaching by having 
the state require all candidates to present records of 
out-of-class experiences in travel, employment, youth 
activities, contact with the work of juvenile courts, 
guidance clinics, and other social agencies. 
A third recommendation would be that each college 
!J Allen D. Patterson, Teacher Certification, Educational 
Research Bulletin, {December 13,1944). 
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or university would be responsible for recommending 
candidates for state certification. Many school superin-
tendents, by their generous use of college placement offices, 
indicate that they rely upon the professional reputation 
of the college to recommend the best candidate for teaching. 
This suggests the possibility of the state department 
requiring the graduate to present a statement of competency 
from the institution which was responsible for his teacher-
education. 
A student may earn a diploma by the conventional 
process of amassing so many hours of credit, but that does 
not necessarily mean that he must be granted the right 
to teach. Certainly, many superintendents today do not 
regard the provisional certification of a state school 
as an adequate proof of competence. For a college to 
distinguish between graduation and recommendation for 
certification would reguire professional courage of high 
order. 
1. 
2. 
6. 
7. 
9. 
10. 
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APPENDIX A ~! 
MISCELLANEOUS REQUIREMENTS FOR TEACHING CERTIFICATES BY STATES 
I. United States Citizen 
II .. Oath of Allegiance 
III. Health Certificate 
IV. Official Transcript 
v. Minimum lge 
VI. Fee 
State I. II .. III. IV. v. VI!t 
Alabama ti Arizona X X 18 Arkansas X X California X X X X Colorado 
Connecticut 18 
Delaware X X 20 
Florida X X X 20 li Georgia 18 
Idaho X 18 
Illinois X 21 
Indiana X X X $1 
Iowa X 18 
Kansas $1 
Kentucky 18 
Louis!aaa 
Maine X 
Maryland X X X 
Massachusetts 
Michigan X X 18 
Minnesota $1 
Mississippi X X X 18 
Missouri 
Montana X X X 18 
Nebraska X X $2 
Nevada X X X 18 
New Hampshire X 
New Jersey 
18 $1 New Mexico X 
New York X X X 
North Carolina X 
North Dakota X 
Ohio 
Oklahoma X X 
Oregon X X X 
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State I,. II. III. IV. v. VI. 
Pennsylvania X X 
Rhode Island X X X 
South Carolina X 18 
South Dakota X X 18 
Tennessee X 18 ~~ Texas X X X 18 Utah X X 
Vermont X X 19 
Virginia X 18 
Washington X X X 
West Virginia X X X $1 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming X 
APPENDIX B 
ADDRESSES OF STATE DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION 
Alabama 
Department o£ Education 
Montgomery 6 
Alabama 
Arizona 
Department o£ Public Instruction 
Capitol Building 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Arkansas 
Department o£ Education 
Education Building 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
Cali£ornia 
State Department o£ Education 
Sacramento 14 
Cali£ornia 
Colorado 
Department o£ Education 
127 State Capitol 
Denver 2, Colorado 
Connecticut 
Department o£ Education 
P.O. Box 2219 
Hart£ord, Connecticut 
Delaware 
State Department of Public Instruction 
P.O. Box 191 
Dover, Delaware 
Florida 
State Department of Education 
Tallahassee 
Florida 
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Georgia 
Department of Education 
State Office Building 
Atlanta 3, Georgia 
·Idaho 
Department of Education 
Room 205, Statehouse 
Boise, Idaho 
Illinois 
Illinois State Teacher Certification Board 
Room 403, Centennial Building 
Springfield, Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Department of Public Instruction 
Indianapolis 4 
Indiana 
Department of Public Instruction 
State Office Building 
Des Moines 19, Iowa 
Kansas 
Department of Public Instruction 
Topeka 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Department of Education 
Frankfurt 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
MAine 
Department of Education 
Baton Rouge .4 
Louisiana 
Department of Education 
Augusta 
Maine 
Maryland 
Department of Education 
2 W.Ridwood Street 
Baltimore 1, Maryland 
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Massachusetts 
Department of Education 
200 Newbury Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Department of Puglic Instruction 
Lansing 2 
Michigan 
Minnestoa 
Department of Education 
Saint Paul 1 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Department of Education 
Jackson 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Department of Education 
Division of Public Schools 
P.O. Box 480 
City of Jefferson, Missouri 
Montana 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Helena 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Department of Public Instruction 
State Capitol 
Lincoln 9, Nebraska 
Nevada 
Department of Education 
Carson City 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
State Department of Education 
Concord 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
Department of Education 
175 West State Street 
Trento 8, New Jersey 
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New Mexico 
State Department of Education 
Santa Fe 
New Mexico 
New York 
The University of the State of New York 
The State Education Department 
Albany 1, New York 
North Carolina 
State Department of Public Instruction 
Raleigh 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Department of Public Instruction 
Bismarch 
North Dakota 
Division of Teacher Education and Certification 
606-F State Office Building 
Columbus 15, Ohio 
Oklahoma 
State Department of Education 
Oklahoma City 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
State Department of Education 
State Library Building 
Salem, Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Department of Public Instruction 
P.O. Box 911 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
Department of Education 
205 Benefit Street 
Providence 3, Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
State Department of Education 
Columbia 1 
South Carolina 
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South Dakota 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Capitol Building 
Pierre, South Dakota 
Tennessee 
State Department of Education 
Division of Certification 
Cordell Hull Building 
Nashville 3, Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Texas Education Agency 
Capitol Station 
Austin 11, Texas 
Department of Public Instruction 
223 State Capitol 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Vermont 
Department of Education 
Montpelier 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Department of Public Instruction 
Richmond 16 
Virginia 
Washington 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Olympia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Department of Education 
Charleston 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
State Department of Public Instruction 
State Capitol 
Madison 2, Wisconsin 
Wyoming 
State Department of Education 
Capitol Building 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 
